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In Slavery life is changed, not ended

A story of human trafficking, survival, and advocacy

Eyes Open International

FROG IN A WELL

Dancy D’Souza & 
Jessica Donohue-Dioh 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Share the story of what it means to be a frog in a well.
Do not talk about yourself, or your own story. Just explain this metaphor of a frog in a well.

Harold’s Approach
Be Happy
Be Empowered
Be Thankful

Now I want to share a small part of my story with you so that you may better understand my final points of “What Survivors Want You to Know”







The Hope

◻ The Job Offer
◻ Trust, Faith, & Promise
◻ American Dream
◻ Arrival in United States of America

Eyes Open International

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Job Offer
In order to have some understanding as to how this all began, I want to start with an example of our culture which many are somewhat familiar with, Arranged Marriage. I’m sure that term is familiar to many of you, but how many have an arranged marriage or have experienced one?
We have an arranged marriage, which in our culture is strongly based in trust, faith and a promise from our families and our parents. For many years we lived happily in India with the support and love of our families, we were also fortunate to have two sons. In 2002, I met a man who was from the same village as Dancy. This man offered a wonderful opportunity to come to the U.S.A. with my family and become a business owner and live out the American Dream. With the same trust, faith and promise that we hold so dear in our culture I believed this offer and a year later in February 2003 my family and I came to Cincinnati, OH. While this might sound a little silly, the American Dream is still very real and very much alive for many people living abroad. 

Our Arrival
Came from the airport directly to the apartment around 7pm. My wife and I were taken to the restaurant within the hour 

and our children were left behind at the apartment, we had been constantly reassured that all of our needs including our family/children would be taken care of. We were given the restaurant key the same day to open in the morning. Initially Dancy wasn’t supposed to work, but once we were here he offered her a position to work with a salary of $2000/month. This was a lot of money to help us and so she accepted and began working immediately the day after we arrived. That same day this man who was to become my trafficker, asked for all my documents, my money and my personal belongings so he could hold them for safe keeping. We were unfamiliar with the country, the neighborhood, the home and everything so this made perfect sense. 
I realize now that throughout these initial days, weeks and months I was being brainwashed. We were being given constant messages of “beware of Americans”, they don’t like you, they don’t want you here and you should just keep to yourself. We became very mistrusting of others and only kept to ourselves. The message was “this is America, this is not India”. You need to keep your distance, they don’t like people of color, don’t interact with the customers, they don’t want to here from you.  We were being told stories of immigration raids and he was fostering an environment of fear…warning us and everyone to be ware of law enforcement. Keep in mind, we had legal papers to be here, we still didn’t know that Dancy wasn’t allowed to be legally work. We knew nothing about immigration and why or how people get in trouble, there were other immigrants working with us in the beginning and slowly they were gone. These messages of fear were for all of us and they kept us afraid. 






Manipulated, Tricked & Trapped

Trust changed to Trauma
Faith         transformed to Fear
Promise        broken to        Slavery
Dream        melted into        Hell
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Threats

◻ Arrested
◻ Handcuffed
◻ Jailed
◻ Deported
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Perpetrator Operations
◻ Psychological Fear
◻ Control
◻ Bank Loan/Debt Bondage
◻ Fraudulent Immigration Letters
◻ Assassination Attempt
◻ Kidnap kids
◻ Job and Family Services
◻ Abuse
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Victims Brainwashed

■ Shame
■ Stigma
■ Struggle
■ Sacrifice
■ Surrender
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State of Mind
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Surviving the USA

◻ State issued I.D.
◻ Social Security Card
◻ Work Permit
◻ Freedom

Eyes Open International



Red Flags
◻ School System : Snow Jackets, Free Meals
◻ Hospital : ER
◻ Walking not talking on snow streets 
◻ Law Enforcement Agencies, Police, Wage & Hour 

Division, US Department of Labor
◻ Churches, Temples, Mosques 
◻ Attorneys, Legal Aids
◻ Non-Profit Organizations
◻ Community
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Victims Fail

◻ Parent
◻ Provider
◻ Protector
◻ Person (Human Being)
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Victims Lose

◻ Voice
◻ Courage
◻ Hope
◻ Freedom
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US Advisory Council Report

◻ Rule of Law
◻ Public Awareness
◻ Victim Services
◻ Labor Laws
◻ Grantmaking 
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FREEDOM 

■ F : Faith
■ R : Relationship
■ E : Education
■ E : Empowerment
■ D : Determination
■ O : Optimistic
■ M : Merciful
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Transformation
Victim to Survivor to Human

Pain to Pleasure
Darkness to Light

Slavery to Freedom
Stigma to Success

SURVIVORS

Keep Smiling, Keep Shinning, Keep Sailing…..
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Blessings: God & Community
◻ FBI
◻ St. Saviour Parish
◻ Cincinnati Works
◻ SmartMoney Community Services
◻ Social Catholic Services
◻ Sisters of Notre Dame
◻ Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
◻ Survivor Advocate
◻ Co-Chair, U.S. Advisory Council on Human Trafficking

⬜ Rule of law, victim services, procurement and supply chains, public 
awareness and outreach

◻ Advisory Board for Urban Institute Project
⬜ Bending Towards Justice: Perceptions of Justice among Human 

Trafficking Survivors
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Take Home Message

◻ Victims Lives Matter
◻ Survivors Voices Count 
◻ Victims Live Freely
◻ Survivors be treated Equally
◻ Engage, Educate, Empower, Employ – Survivors
◻ Slavery is a struggle, not a fate or destination
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The Liberator Award
-Survivor Category

Eyes Open International



Change Your Life
When a Victim “DECIDES” 

…to push through the fear, that is Power 
…not to let the rapes define them, that is Pride
…not to surrender, that is Strength
…to work towards wellness, that is Self-Love. 

We MUST recognize and acknowledge their Truth
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Eyes Open International

◻ National Human Trafficking Resource 
Center: 1-888-373-7888

◻ SMS text: “HELP” or “INFO” at 233733
◻ www.eyesopeninternational.org

Harold D’Souza
Harold@eyesopeninternational.org

Thank You!!

http://www.eyesopeninternational.org/
mailto:Harold@eyesopeninternational.org
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